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2019 Award Winners

The Secret Kingdom: Nek 
Chand, a Changing India, and 

a Hidden World of Art  
by Barb Rosenstock;

 illustrated by Claire A. Nivola 
(Candlewick Press, 2018)

In 1947, Nek Chand 
began building a Rock 
Garden in Chandigarh, 
India, using natural and 
discarded manmade 
materials, including 
broken glass, porcelain 
from chipped sinks, old 
bicycles and rusty pipes.  Readers will 
learn of Chand’s marvelous creations in 
this picture book biography with detailed 
illustrations and a gatefold photograph. 

Amal Unbound 
by Aisha Saeed

(Nancy Paulsen Books, 2018) 
Twelve-year old Amal 
aspires to be a teacher 
in Pakistan. After 
unintentionally insulting 
a member of her village’s 
ruling family, that dream 
is sunk. As punishment, 
Amal is forced to leave 
her distraught family 
behind and work as an indentured 
servant at the Khan estate. Discovering 
their corruptness, Amal summons her 
courage and intellect to secure justice 
and freedom. 
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The South Asia Book Award is given 
annually for outstanding works of 

children’s literature which accurately and 
skillfully portray South Asia or South Asians. 

2019 Honor Books

Iqbal and His Ingenious Idea
by Elizabeth Suneby; 

illustrated by Rebecca Green
(Kids Can Press, 2018)

The Eleventh Trade  
by Alyssa Hollingsworth
(Roaring Brook Press, 2018)

The Night Diary 
by Veera Hiranandani

(Dial Books, 2018)

https://southasiabookaward.wisc.edu
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